Radhika Viruru, Ph.D
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Current Position:
Clinical Associate Professor 

Coordinator Early Childhood Programs

Department of Teaching, Learning and Culture,


Texas A&M University, 
Research Interests:
Early Childhood Education in International Settings.




Early Childhood Curriculum




Postcolonial Theory

Education:
1998: 
Ph.D. in Educational Curriculum and Instruction, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas.

Title of Dissertation: “Exploring Indian Constructions of the Education of Young Children: A Case Study”.

1988 -1990:

Master of Science in Educational Curriculum and Instruction, 

Thesis title: A Comparative Study of Teacher Playground Behavior and the Levels of Play in 4 and 5 Year Old Children; Texas A&M University.

1986-1987:

Post-Graduate Diploma in Pre-School Education, M.S. University 



of Baroda, Baroda, India.

1982-1985:

B.A. (Honors) in English. Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, 



India.

Professional Experience:

2006-
Coordinator, Early Childhood Programs, Department of Teaching, Learning and Culture, Texas A&M University. 

2005-
Clinical Associate Professor, Department of Teaching Learning and Culture, Texas A&M University.
2003-2005
Clinical Assistant Professor, Department of Teaching Learning and Culture, Texas A&M University.
1997 to 2003
 
Lecturer, Department of Educational Curriculum and 


                       Instruction, Texas A&M University.

Classes taught include ECHE 332: Planning and Curriculum Development for Early Childhood Education; ECHE 342: Strategies for Teaching Young Children: EDCI 454: Curriculum for Young Children (Fall 1997 to Spring 2001);  EDCI 453: Early Childhood Education (Fall 1999);  EDCI 364: Creativity for Young Children (Fall and Spring 1998),  EDCI 462: Language and Literacy Acquisition in Children (Spring 1998) and INST 322 (Foundations of Education in a Multicultural Society). 

1996 -1997
Child Development Instructor, Blinn Occupational Educational Center, Blinn College, Bryan, Texas.

Courses taught include  Language and Literacy Skills for Young  Children, Creativity and Aesthetic Skills for Young Children, and Observing and Evaluating Young Children.

Focus was to prepare teachers and daycare providers from the local community to work effectively in culturally diverse settings.
1988-1991: 

Graduate Assistant, Department of Educational Curriculum and 



Instruction, Texas A&M University.

Worked as Undergraduate Advisor to students who were part of the Secondary Education program and as a Research Assistant in the Curriculum Research Laboratory.

1985-1986:

Kindergarten Assistant, Kindergarten Kappelerhof III, Baden, 



Switzerland

Departmental Responsibilities:
Coordinator, Early Childhood Program, Department of Teaching, Learning and Culture, 2006-present. 
Member, Leadership Team, Department of Teaching, Learning and Culture, 2006-present

Member, Undergraduate Studies Committee, 2006- present

Member, Search Committee, Early Childhood Clinical Professor, Spring 2007
Member, Research Core Committee, Spring 2006.

Chair, Early Childhood Education Open Position Search Committee, 2005-2006. This committee was responsible for filling a new open tenured position in early childhood education. Two new assistant professors were hired.

Chair, Committee on Peer Review of Teaching for the Department of Teaching, Learning and Culture, Fall 2004. This committee was responsible for developing a process through which the teaching skills of faculty members in the department can be reviewed by their peers. The instrument developed by this committee was implemented in Spring 2005.
Elected Member, Executive Council, Department of Teaching, Learning and
Culture, Fall 2004
Chair, Committee on Qualitative Research. This committee is responsible for developing a new course in Qualitative Research taught for the first time in Summer 2004.

Associate Member, Graduate Faculty, Texas A&M University, Spring 2004.
Graduate Student Advising/Committees:

Doctoral committees chaired:

· Co-Chair, Soo Young Ahn 

· Co-Chair, Otoniel Marrero

· Co-Chair, Ellen Demas

· Co-Chair, Judy Hostrup

· Co-chair Cinthya Saavedra (defended, Fall 2005)
	Doctoral committee memberships:



	Master’s committee memberships

	Karon Collins (TLAC)
	Cathryn King (EPSY)

	Michelle Lopez (EAHR)
	Abha Bhor (TLAC

	Rosalind Alderman (EAHR)
	Dina Webster (TLAC)

	Becky Spurlock (EAHR)
	Britni Koenig (TLAC)

	Burcu Ates (TLAC)
	Jessica Rosenbaum (TLAC)

	Patricia Henry (TLAC)
	Jana Hallas (EPSY)

	Alicia Kerr (TLAC)
	

	Ida Lindell (TLAC)
	

	Jee Young Shin (TLAC)
	

	Kylah Clark-Goff (TLAC)
	

	Meixia Ding (TLAC)
	

	Gina Chen (TLAC)
	

	Michael Muzheve (TLAC)
	

	Xi Chen (TLAC)
	


Journal Editorships: 

· Member, Editorial Board,  International Journal of Educational Research, Policy, and Practice: Reconceptualizing Childhood Studies

· Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Education
· Appointed Section Editor,  Section for Childhood and Cultural Studies, Journal of Curriculum Theorizing,   December 1998 to present
· Guest Editor, Special Issue, Childhood and Cultural Studies, Summer 2003.
Professional Activities:

Reviewer for the journal Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood. 

Reviewer for AERA SIG Critical Issues in Early childhood education.

Reviewer, American Educational Research Journal
Member, Hearne Even-Start Center Advisory Board.

Professional Memberships:

Member, American Educational Research Association (AERA) since 1994.

Member, Curriculum Theory and Classroom Practice (Bergamo) 1998-2003
Refereed Publications and Presentations:

Books:

1. Cannella, G.S., & Viruru, R.  (April 2004). Childhood and (Post)colonization: Power, education, and contemporary practice. New York: Routledge
Book Description
This book opens the door to the effects of intellectual, educational, and economic colonization of young children throughout the world. Using a postcolonial lens on current educational practices, the authors hope to lift those practices out of reproducing traditional power structures and push our thinking beyond the adult/child dichotomy into new possibilities for the lives that are created with children
2. Viruru, R. (2001). Early childhood education: postcolonial perspectives from India

Thousand Oaks, CA and New Delhi: Sage.  
About the book: Early childhood education the world over is heavily influenced by Western discourses which emphasize play-based, child centered education. Dr Viruru offers an alternative understanding of preschool education from the postcolonial perspective which does not aim at discovering universal laws that will be valid regardless of contexts. She emphasizes the need for meaningful and respectful interactions with children as complete human beings and stresses that early childhood education should be constructed on the basis of the lived experiences of individual children rather than on collective anonymity
Edited Book Chapters:
Viruru, R. & Cannella, G.S. (2006). A Postcolonial Critique of the Ethnographic

Interview: Research analyses Research. In N.K. Denzin & M. Giardina (eds). Qualitative  Inquiry and the Conservative Challenge: Confronting Methodological Fundamentalism. Walnut Creek, CA: Left Coast Press. 
Viruru, R. (2005). Postcolonial practices in teacher education. In S. Ryan & S.

Grieshaber (Eds.).Practical transformations and transformational practices. Greenwich, CT: Jai Press.

Viruru, R. (2003).  Postcolonial perspectives on childhood and literacy. In N. Hall,

J. Larson & J.A. Marsh (Eds.).  Handbook of Early Childhood  Literacy. London: Sage.

Cannella, G.S. & Viruru, R. (2002).. (Euro-American constructions of) Education of

children (and adults) around the world: A postcolonial critique. In G.S. Cannella, K. Anijar & J.L. Kincheloe (Eds.). Kidworld: Global Perspectives, Cultural Studies and Education. New York: Peter Lang

Viruru, R. (2002).  Postcolonial Ethnography: an Indian Perspective on Voice and

Young Children. In G.S. Cannella, K. Anijar & J.L. Kincheloe (Eds.). Kidworld: Global Perspectives, Cultural Studies and Education. New York: Peter Lang

Viruru, R. & Cannella, G.S. (2001). Postcolonial ethnography, young children and

voice. In S. Grieshaber & Cannella, G.S (Eds.).  Embracing identities and early childhood education. New York: Teachers College Press.

Cannella, G.S. & Viruru, R. (1997). Privileging Child Centered and Play  Based 

Instruction. In Cannella, G.S. Deconstructing early childhood: 

Social justice and revolution. New York: Peter Lang.
Journal Papers:
Viruru, R. (2007). Resisting resistance in postcolonial theory: implications for the study
of childhood. International journal of equity and innovation in early childhood, 5(1), 37-57.

Viruru, R. (2006) Postcolonial Technologies of Power: Standardized Testing and
Representing Diverse Young Children. The International Journal of Educational Policy, Research, and Practice, 7, pp 49-70.
Viruru, R. (2005). The impact of postcolonial theory on early childhood education. 

Journal of Education, (35), pp. 7-30.
Viruru, R. (2001). Language as colonization: the case of early childhood education.

Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood. 2 (1).

Cannella, G. S. & Viruru, R. (1999). Generating Possibilities for the Construction

 of Childhood Studies. Journal of Curriculum Theorizing. 15(1).

Viruru, R & Cannella, G.S. (1997). An Indian Voice in the Education of Young

Children.  International Journal of Education Reform, 6(3), 308-315.

Cannella, G.S., Viruru, R. & Amin, S. (1996). Socio-cognitive Growth and the Young

Child. Comparisons with Spatial and Literacy Content. Child Study Journal, 

25(3), 213-23

Book Reviews:

Viruru, R. (2005). Review of Desire and Decline: schooling amid crisis in Tanzania.

International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, Vol. 18, No. 4, July-August 2005, pp. 555–557

Conference Papers:
Viruru, R. (2008). Indian perspectives on early childhood education and care. Keynote

paper to be presented at the Canadian Early Childhood Conference, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, May 2008.
Viruru, R. (2007). Childhood labor in India: issues and complexities. Invited paper 
presented at the Early Childhood Care and Development: Perspectives from the 
Majority World conference, Victoria, Canada, November 2007.
Viruru, R. (2007). Cultural images in standardized testing in Texas. Paper presented at

 the Third Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, Urbana, IL, May 2007.
Viruru, R. (2006). Postcolonial theories of/to resistance: visions of freedom from and for

young children. Invited Keynote address  given at the CEIEC Annual Conference, Melbourne, Australia, November 2006.
Viruru, R. (2006). Decolonizing freedom: strategies of reconceptualization. Invited

keynote workshop  presented at the CEIEC Annual Conference, Melbourne, Australia, November 2006.
Shelton, M.C., Viruru, R. & Larke, P. (2006). The ways of words: a critical postcolonial
reading of Ways with Words. Paper presented at the Second Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, Urbana, IL, May 2006.
Viruru, R  (2005). Postcolonial theory and teacher education. . Paper

presented at the Reconceptualizing Early Childhood Conference, Madison, Wisconsin
Viruru, R. & Cannella, G.S. (2005). A Postcolonial Critique of the Ethnographic
Interview: Research analyses Research. Paper presented at the First Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, Urbana, IL, May 2005.
Cannella, G.S. & Viruru, R. (2005). Silenced, Emergent, and Virtual:
Critiquing What We Think We Know Concerning Research. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Educational Research Association, Montreal, Canada, April 2005.
Viruru, R  (2004). Postcolonial theory and the practice of teacher education. . Paper

presented at the Annual Journal of Curriculum Theorizing Conference, Dayton, Ohio.
Viruru, R. (2004). Denial and Disavowal: Postcolonial theory and early childhood

education. Paper presented at the Annual Journal of Curriculum Theorizing Conference, Dayton, Ohio.
Viruru, R. (2004) Weapons of mass destruction: a critical analysis of standardized 

testing. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Cannella, G.S., Viruru, R., Rivas, A. & Demas, E. (2003)  International Critical

Research Collaborative on Family/Child/Community Policy. Symposium presented at the Reconceptualizing Early Childhood Conference, Phoenix, AZ. 

Viruru. R. & Cannella, G.S. (2002) What happens when the marginalized speak. Paper

presented at the Annual Journal of Curriculum Theorizing Conference, Dayton, Ohio.
Viruru, R.  & Cannella, G.S.(2001)  Childhood and (Post)Colonization: Power,

Education, & Contemporary Practice. Paper presented at the Annual Journal of Curriculum Theorizing Conference, Dayton, Ohio.
Viruru, R. & Hinton, G. (2001). Postcolonial kindergarten teaching: complexities and


Intersections. Paper  presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Seattle. Washington.

Demas. E., Saavedra, C. &Viruru, R.  (2001) Language Advocacy: Beyond Bilingualism


Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Seattle, Washington.

Viruru, R. and Cannella, G.S.(2000) Teaching methodologies and materialism:

postcolonial perspectives. Paper presented at the Annual Journal of Curriculum Theorizing Conference, Dayton, Ohio.
Cannella, G.S. & Viruru, R. (2000). Postcolonial Conversations with Foucault:

examining education and childhood. Paper presented at the Foucault and 

Education One Day Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana.
Viruru, R. & Cannella, G.S. (1999). A Postcolonial scrutiny of Early Childhood

Education. Paper presented at the Annual Journal of Curriculum Theorizing Conference, Dayton, Ohio.
Viruru, R. (1999). Worlds that Intersect: studying and living in an Indian preschool. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Montreal, Canada.

Viruru, R. (1998). Post Colonial Ethnography: An Indian Perspective on Voice and Young Children. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA

Viruru, R. & Cannella, G.S. (1998). Post-Colonial Ethnography, Young Children and 

Voice. Paper presented at the Annual Conference on Reconceptualizing 

Early Childhood Education., Honolulu, Hawaii.

Viruru, R. & Cannella, G.S. (1997). Barney and Friends: Privileging White Middle

Class Values. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, Illinois.
Viruru, R. & Cannella, G.S. (1996). Children learn by repeated exercise: an Indian 
perspective on preschool education. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting 
of the American Educational Research Education, New York, NY.

Cannella, G. S., Viruru, R. & Quick, M. H. (1992). Forms of Interpersonal Interaction 
Used by Young Children for Cognitive Problem Solving. Paper presented at the 

Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, 

San Francisco, CA.

Godwin, D., Viruru, R. & Amin, S. (1991). Exploring the Symbolic Sequence Model. 

Seminar presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association of Early Childhood 

Education International, San Diego, CA.

Armstrong, D.G. & Viruru, R. (1991). Preparing Teacher Educators. Paper presented at 

the Annual Meeting of the Association of Teacher Educators, New Orleans, LA.
Regional and Local Presentations

Viruru, R. (2007) Panelist, Diversity Seminar “Multiple Identities, Multiple
Positionalities: narratives from faculty who are the “other.” College of Education and Human Development, February 2007.
Viruru, R. (2006). Enhancing dialogue in a Teacher Education Classroom with Clickers

and WebCT. Paper presented at the WebCT Texas Conference, College Station, TX, October 2006.

Viruru, R. (2006). Using WebCT Vista and Clickers to Create a Technology Rich
Classroom Environment.  Teaching with Technology Conference (TWTC), Texas A&M University,  February, 2006.

Viruru, R. (2005) The role of culture in society. Presentation made to the Junior 

Leadership Program of the Brazos Valley, Spring 2005. 

Viruru, R. (2004) Early childhood education: postcolonial perspectives from India.
 Presentation part of International Awareness Week.
Panelist, UniDiversity Day, Panel on understanding and supporting research diversity.

Texas A&M University, April 2003
Panelist, Department of Multicultural Services ExCel Conference, Professor Panel, 
 Texas A&M University. Fall 2002.

Viruru, R. The role of culture in community. Presentation to the Delta Kappa Delta
 sorority, Texas A&M University. Fall 2001.

Funded grants

Viruru, R. (2007). Honors Curriculum Development Grant for ECHE 332, Planning and Curriculum Development for Young Children, Texas A&M Honors Program, ($1,750).

Viruru, R. (2006) Online course development grant for ECHE 332, Planning and Curriculum Development for Young Children, Dept. of TLAC ($3,000)

Viruru, R. & Cannella, G. S., (with R. Lara-Alecio, C. Boettcher, D. C. Corrigan, M. Ash, L.T. Zionts, & P. Lynch). (2000-2001). IDF Community-Based Childhood Studies. College of Education, Texas A&M University. ($10,000)

Other information:   

Permanent Resident of the United States since 1991. 

References:

	Dr. Dennie L. Smith

Department Head and Professor


Department of Teaching, Learning and Culture
Texas A&M University

College Station, TX 77843.

Tel: 979-458-0808

Fax: 979-845-9663

Email: denniesmith@tamu.edu

	Dr. Yvonna S. Lincoln

Professor of Higher Education 

Department of Educational Administration

Texas A&M University

College Station, TX 77843.

Tel: 409-845-2701

Fax: 409-862-4347.

Email: y-lincoln@tamu.edu


	Dr. Marianne Bloch 

Professor, Early Childhood Education

Department of Curriculum and Instruction

University of Wisconsin-Madison

528b Teacher Education
225 N Mills St
Madison, WI 53706

Tel: (608) 263-4673

Email: bloch@education.wisc.edu

	Dr. Sharon Ryan
Associate Professor, Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education
Rutgers, The State University
of New Jersey,

10 Seminary Place

New Brunswick, NJ 08901-1183
Tel: 732-932-7496, extension 8114 
Fax: 732-932-7552

Email: sr247@rci.rutgers.edu


	Dr. Nithi Muthukrishna
Professor, 

School of Education and Development

University of KwaZulu-Natal

Education Building, PMB, South Africa,   

260 6045

Tel:  (031) 260-1342
Fax: (031) 260-2609
e-mail: muthukri@mtb.und.ac.za
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